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is concerned largely with calamities and distresses. The same is to a
great extent true of Parliamentary reports, where, however, present
mis|ti£S^are often contrasted with past prosperity. Indeed, in such
pa{6^i|$fiSustrial prosperity is often in the past but almost never in the
present. Normal conditions arp^the hardest to discover, and though
incidentally, and by implication-and allusion, much information is to be
gathered from this material as to general conditions and standards, for
direct description of the things which were too familiar to the Londoner
for comment, the impressions of foreigners are of great value.
The bibliography is a strictly limited one, but I hope that, taken
together with the notes, it leaves no room for doubt as to the nature of
the material used and the authorities for statements in the text. Whole
classes of books which are dealt with in standard bibliographies
(notably those of The Cambridge History of Literature and The Cam-
bridge Modern History) have been omitted.
My thanks are especially due to Miss Alice Clark, for whom the
research on which the book is based was originally begun, and to the
London School of Economics and Political Science for giving me a
research scholarship. I am deeply indebted to Professor Knowles, Dr
Eileen Power and Sir William Beveridge for reading the book in manu-
script and for many invaluable criticisms and suggestions. I wish also
to express my thanks to Mr Thomas for his help in explaining the
intricacies of the Guildhall Records, and to the authorities at the West-
minster Guildhall for giving me facilities to work from the Middlesex
County Records. The editors of the Economic Journal have kindly
given me permission to reprint an article from the Journal for Septem-
ber 1922 — Some Causes of the Increase of Population in the Eighteenth
Century as Illustrated by London, This has been almost completely re-
written and incorporated in Chapter i.
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